Genitive

With the ablative, the genitive is the most complex case in Latin. Its original function may have been to express the genetic relation of one noun to another, but in Latin it became the case by which almost any relationship between nouns can be expressed. It is usually adjectival, as opposed to the dative and ablative case, which are usually adverbial. The most succinct function definition is that a noun in the genitive limits or defines the range of reference of another noun, verb, or adjective.

A. Possessive Genitive. Shows to whom or to what an object, quality, feeling or action 
belongs.


liber Circeronis. 


Cicero’s book.

B. Partitive Genitive. Words denoting a part are followed by the genitive of the whole to 
which the part belongs.



Sunt tantum basiorum. 

There are so many (of) kisses.
C. Genitive of Quality. (Genitive of description) Expresses the quality that characterizes a 
person or thing. Remember that the noun must be modified by an adjective. (Cf. 
Ablative of Description.)



Cicero orator summae virtutis est. 
Cicero is an orator of the highest 







virtue.

D. Objective and Subjective Genitives. Used with verbs, adjectives, and nouns that contain some sort of verbal notion within its meaning. (Desiderium = desire/desiring; timor = fear/fearing.)


Objective Genitive: the noun in the genitive acts as the direct object of the verbal 


notion in the noun.



Desiderium pecuniae


desire for money (desiring money)



Timor mortis 



fear of death (fearing death)


Subjective Genitive: the noun in the genitive acts as the subject of the verbal 
notion in the noun. This use is closely related to the genitive of possession and 
some do not make a distinction between the two.



Mors Terentiae 


The death of Terentia (Terentia’s 







dying)

Note: the difference between the subjective and objective genitive is often 
ambiguous and can only be determined by context.




For instance:


Amor patris:



Odium Ciceronis:
“The father’s love” subjective

“Cicero’s hate (for someone else) subjective

“The love for one’s father” objective

“Hate for Cicero” objective

E. Genitive of Price. The genitive case is sometimes used to express price. Generally the genitive of price is used for more general amounts whereas the ablative of price is used to denote more specific amounts.



Opinio Circeronis tanti est. 

Cicero’s opinion is worth so much. 

F. Genitive with Special Verbs and Adjectives.

1. With adjectives meaning desire, memory, knowledge, fullness, power, sharing, 

guilt and their opposites.




(e.g. plenus, potens, insons, memor, oblitus, peritus, avidus, etc.)

2. With verbs:



Of Reminding: genitive of things and accusative of person being 



reminded.




(e.g. admoneo, commoneo, commonfacio, etc.)


Of Accusing, condemning, Acquitting: take the genitive of charge or 


penalty.




Also certain impersonal verbs of feeling take the genitive of cause 



and accusative of person affected. 




(e.g. miseret, taedet, paenitet, piget, pudet, etc.)



Of Plenty or Want: Verbs meaning to be full of, to fill, and lacking take 


the genitive. 




(e.g. compleo, egeo, indigeo, etc.)

